Name ________________________________________________

Road to the American Revolution Class Notes and Study Guide

	Why did the colonists come to America?

· ______________________________
· ______________________________
· ______________________________



	Where the colonists proud to be British?  YES

They were protected by both a strong English Army and a powerful navy.

The colonists also enjoyed the same rights as all Englishmen.

1. Government officials could not take your property (without permission or approval from a judge).

2. Government officials could not search your property (without permission or approval from a judge).

3. Government officials could not throw you in jail without a trial.

4. Right to assemble and protest peacefully.

5. Colonists were allowed to elect their own colonial representatives to create taxes and laws




	Introduction

The American Revolution ended two hundred years of British rule for most of the North American colonies and created the United States of America.  For over two centuries, the occupants of the American colonies lived peacefully under the rule of the English government.  But, by 1775 the colonist had grown tired of being unfairly controlled by King George III and his parliament. As the "mother country," Britain expected obedience from its "children," the colonies.  The colonists, on the other hand, believed that they had certain rights which Britain should respect.  They wished to be treated like adults, not children.  Each side refused to give in, which led to an all out war and eventual independence for the colonies.  Finally, the American patriots, those who wanted freedom from England, rebelled violently against British authority.  This began the American Revolutionary war, which lasted 8 years.  




The French and Indian War 

British Colonists wanted to take over French land in North America so that they could move west. The British wanted to take over the fur trade in the French held territory. British soldiers fought against French soldiers and Native Americans. Native Americans joined in the battle against the British because they were afraid the British would take over their land.  The British army won the war and they won the land! 
Things looked great, until……

The road to the Revolutionary War begins……
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1. The Proclamation of 1763
Even though England and the colonists won the land, this act banned the colonization of British subjects west of the Appalachian Mountains. It also ordered the colonist that had already colonized the Ohio Valley and beyond to abandon their homes and move back east.  England was afraid that the Native Americans would fight for their land.  England could not afford another war.
	· Highlight the Proclamation of 1763 line.

· Color the land where the colonists COULD go green (green for go!)

· Color the land where colonists could NOT go red (red for stop!)
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Why did England create this law? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How did the Colonists feel about this law? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Quartering Act
Under the law, the colonist had to give quarters, food, and transportation to the British soldiers.  England needed places to house their soldiers.  England wanted soldiers in America to protect colonists (from Native Americans) and to control colonists (keep them from moving west).  Since England was in debt, from the French and Indian War, they needed an inexpensive way to house the soldiers. The British forced the colonist to accept it because they were there to protect the colonists. The colonists did not like the idea of paying for British protection. 
Quarters – housing (shelter) 
	Draw a picture to illustrate this law.




Why did England create this law? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How did the Colonists feel about this law? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. The Stamp Act 1765 

This act forced anyone who bought the following items to pay a tax and have that item stamped to show the tax had been paid: Newspapers, pamphlets, licenses, legal documents, and playing cards. 

James Otis, a Lawyer from Boston, who began to push the idea that the British had no right to tax the colonies since the colonies had no direct representation in Parliament.. The American colonist had been on their own for so long and self governed for so long they felt that without representation of their choosing, all taxation was illegal. He said, “No taxation without representation!”




Because many Americans boycotted stamped items it hurt British merchants and that meant money so the Stamp Act was repealed in 1766.
Repeal – remove, take away the law
	Draw a picture of colonists yelling, “No taxation without representation!”




Why did England create this law? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How did the Colonists feel about this law? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Boston Massacre
On March 5th 1770 an argument between a colonial and a British soldier led to a group of boys throwing stones and snowballs at the British soldiers guarding a government house. Soon more troops came to back up the lone soldier, as the tempers rose eventually the British soldiers fired into the crowd killing 5 men. This small skirmish was named the Boston Massacre by Samuel Adams and his Patriot friends.
Does the description of the event (above) “look” like the image (below)?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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5. The Tea Act 1773
The colonist continued to boycott English goods and smuggled huge amounts of tea into the colonies to keep from paying the British taxes. So the East India Company worked out a deal with Parliament to sell tea directly to the colonist at the lowest price ever with the tax included. Even with a lower price, the colonist continued to fight against all of taxes from Britain.

Smuggled- illegally bring goods into the country
Boycott- voluntarily abstaining from buying goods 

The Boston Tea Party

In 1773 three ships arrived in Boston Harbor loaded with tea. On the night of December 16th a group of patriots dressed as Indians snuck aboard the ships and dumped 90,000 pounds of tea into Boston Harbor. 
	Draw a visual of the Boston Tea Party.




Why did England create this law? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How did the Colonists feel about this law? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. The Intolerable Acts 1774
To punish the colonist for dumping the tea, the British passed the Coercive Acts which the colonist called The Intolerable Acts. These acts included: 1. Closing Boston Harbor until the tea is paid for. 2. Forcing colonists to quarter British soldiers. 3. Eliminating Boston’s ability to self-govern (General Gage was appointed to the Governor). 
4. Convicted British officials would be tried in England.
Intolerable- unable to endure 
	Draw a visual of the 4 parts of the Intolerable Acts
1. 

2.

3.

4.




Why did England create this law? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
How did the Colonists feel about this law? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Lexington and Concord 1775
On April 19, 1775, British troops marched to Lexington (to arrest Samuel Adams and John Hancock) and then to Concord (to destroy American weapons and supplies). Paul Revere made his famous ride, warning the countryside: “The Redcoats are coming!” The colonists, minutemen, were prepared for the British. 

In Lexington the British were met by less than 70 Minutemen and they tried to stop them. Someone opened fire 8 colonist were killed and 10 were wounded. By the time the British arrived in Concord the Patriots had moved the guns and powder to another place. The British began to burn buildings and the Patriots attacked, by the time the British arrived back in Boston, they had lost over 250 men compared to the Minutemen’s less than 100.
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	Two possible British Routes.
A signal was used to alert Patriots which way the Soldiers were marching

In a tower window they would light either one or two lanterns.

_______ if by ________,

_______ if by ________. 


What was the purpose of the English soldier’s mission?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
